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The following table shows the catalogue averages for 2024, 2025, and 
2026 enabling you to monitor the genetic trends of the sale rams we 
present each year. We are pleased with the trends and the Genetic Gain 
the stud continues to achieve.

Sale Catalogue Averages and Trends 

The following table shows the catalogue averages for 2024, 2025 and 2026 enabling you to monitor the genetic trends of the sale rams we 
present each year. We are pleased with the trends and the Genetic Gain the stud continues to achieve. 

Catalogue Bwt Mwwt Pwt Pfat Pemd WR BLX  

Average 2024 0.35 0.97 11.68 0.81 1.53 0.18 150.4 
Average 2025 0.38 1.2 12.0 1.2 1.6 0.19 154.1 

Average 2026 0.37 1.3 13.0 1.6 2.0 0.26 165.7 
 

The ASBVs presented in this catalogue are based on 1st August, 2026 Lambplan Maternal Analysis. All rams in this catalogue are well above 
breed average for BLX. In fact, the catalogue average for BLX Index is 165.7, which is in the top 5% for the breed! The rams will have a 
coloured button behind their Lot Number tag. This button indicates which percentile band the ram falls into in relation to their BLX Index. 
Within the catalogue, ASBVs and BLX Index are also shaded according to percentile. 

 Pink shading or button = Top 5% 
 Blue shading or button = Top 10% 
 Green shading or button = Top 20% 
 White button = Top 40% 

 

Included in the catalogue, you will find a Percentile Report (dated 1st Aug, 2026). On this report are a range of trait figures from the top of the 
breed to the bottom of the breed. The 50-percentile band is close to the average for the breed. Use this report to check where animals fit 
within the breed for particular traits and BLX index. Using the Percentile report helps you benchmark sheep from other Lambplan recorded 
flocks.  
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breed average for BLX. In fact, the catalogue average for BLX Index is 165.7, which is in the top 5% for the breed! The rams will have a 
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Included in the catalogue, you will find a Percentile Report (dated 1st Aug, 2026). On this report are a range of trait figures from the top of the 
breed to the bottom of the breed. The 50-percentile band is close to the average for the breed. Use this report to check where animals fit 
within the breed for particular traits and BLX index. Using the Percentile report helps you benchmark sheep from other Lambplan recorded 
flocks.  

Included in the catalogue, you will find a Percentile Report (dated 
August 1, 2026). On this report are a range of trait figures from the top of 
the breed to the bottom of the breed. 

The 50-percentile band is close to the average for the breed. Use this
report to check where animals fit within the breed for particular traits and 
BLX index. Using the Percentile report helps you benchmark sheep from 
other Lambplan recorded flocks.

Catalogue Averages 
and Trends
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The BLX Index
This is a Border Leicester Crossing Index and has been designed 
by LAMBPLAN to better reflect the desired traits for first cross ewe
production. Within the BLX Index there is more emphasis placed on the 
maternal traits such as maternal weaning weight and Weaning Rate (WR) 
as well as early growth while capping adult ewe weights. 

The BLX Index cannot and should not be compared to other indexes used 
within the industry that you may see in other catalogues. We report the 
BLX index as this most accurately reflects our client’s production systems. 
It is the only index that should be used when comparing Border Leicester 
rams across flocks that are to be used for FX Ewe production. Please use 
the Percentile Report provided to benchmark your potential purchases.

Eating Quality Traits
The eating quality traits of Intra-Muscular Fat or marbling (IMF) and 
Shearforce or tenderness (SF5) as well as Dressing Percentage ASBVs are 
measured genomically. We have included IMF, SF5 and Dress % in the 
catalogue for the first time this year. They are also included on the 
Percentile Report.

At New Armatree we have been selecting for these traits over the years 
and are pleased to advise that we are leaders in the Border Leicester breed 
for IMF and SF5. To have these traits (high IMF and low Shearforce) as well 
as high value production and carcase traits is unusual. These sheep are 
real curve benders.

Eating quality traits (especially IMF), are increasingly becoming 
recognised as important traits for processors to consider and measure. 
It is comforting to know that the New Armatree Border Leicester flock 
have these two emerging traits well represented without compromising 
on growth.

Catalogue Averages 
and Trends Continued
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Understanding the Traits in 
the Catalogue (ASBVs)

Understanding the Traits in the Catalogue (ASBVs)                                     

All Australian Sheep Breeding Values (ASBVs) used in this catalogue are based on the Sheep Genetics LAMBPLAN 
Maternal analysis from 1st  August, 2026. 

Abbreviation Trait Units Description 
Bwt Birth weight kg Genetic difference in liveweight at 

birth of a sires progeny 
Mwwt Maternal Weaning weight kg Genetic difference in a sires female 

progeny’s ability to milk and provide a 
good maternal environment 

Pwt Post weaning weight kg Genetic difference in live weight at 
approximately 9 months of age of a 
sires progeny 

Pfat Post weaning fat depth mm Genetic difference in fat depth at 9 
months of age of a sires progeny 

Pemd Post weaning eye muscle depth mm Genetic difference in eye muscle depth 
at the loin at 9 months of age of a sires 
progeny 

WR Weaning rate Lambs 
per 
ewe 
joined 

Genetic difference between animals 
for the number of lambs weaned per 
ewe joined. 

BLX Border Leicester Crossing Index  Indicates the relative value of an 
animal based on its suitability for first 
cross ewe and wether production 

IMF Intramuscular fat % Genetic difference between animals in 
intramuscular fat expressed in the 
meat. 

SF5    Shear force Nm Genetic difference in animals in shear 
force required to cut a piece of meat. 

Acc Accuracies % Are a reflection on the amount and 
quality of information available used to 
calculate ASBVs for each animal. 
Accuracies are important but are more 
relevant to people purchasing stud 
rams.  

Foot F/B Foot Score – front / back Scale 
1 to 5 

See Foot scoring Guide within this 
catalogue. Sale rams will not exceed 
Foot score 2. NO feet have been 
trimmed. 

For more information on individual ASBVs and Indexes please refer to Sheep Genetics “Pocket Guide to ASBVs” 

Rremember that it is the average of your ram team that is more important than the absolute values for each 
individual ram. Selecting rams with suitable ASBVs for individual traits (according to your breeding objectives), may 
be better than selecting rams with a high BLX index. The important thing to remember is that your new rams should 
have a better average than your existing ram team. If this is true, then your ram team is improving year on year. 

All Australian Sheep Breeding Values (ASBVs) used in this 
catalogue are based on the Sheep Genetics LAMBPLAN
Maternal analysis from 1st August, 2026.

For more information on individual ASBVs and Indexes please refer to Sheep Genetics “Pocket Guide to ASBVs”

Remember that it is the average of your ram team that is more important
than the absolute values for each individual ram. Selecting rams with 
suitable ASBVs for individual traits (according to your breeding 
objectives), may be better than selecting rams with a high BLX index. 
The important thing to remember is that your new rams should have a 
better average than your existing ram team. If this is true, then your ram 
team is improving year-on-year.
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1.	 Ideal – Short and sharp – this is NA’s objective on 4 feet for every sheep 
bred.

2.	 Acceptable for sale catalogue and commercial rams. A slightly longer 
toe with weight distributed evenly.

3.	 Toe is longer than illustrated in 2, weight is even but possibly will need 
trimming with age.

*NB: in 1,2 and 3 weight is born square over the claws, so structurally 
strong but with varying degrees of curl in the toe. 

4.	 Uneven claw set, larger amount of claw separation, only acceptable 
for industry use with trimming. 

5.	 Weight not born squarely on both claws, so foot starts to deform,        
e.g. turns in or out, rolls or clubby.

6.	 Uneven claw set and foot is distorted because of uneven bearing of 
weight and toes subsequently are distorted – these sheep are culls.

Additional information
Foot scoring at new Armatree occurs twice before being offered for sale.
Rams listed in the annual sale catalogue must be either a 1 or 2.
During a ram’s life time, feet care and toe trimming may be required to 
maintain performance.

Catalogue Foot Scoring Guide
In the catalogue you will notice within the table of each lot a foot score.
	 F = Front toe and B= Back toe
These scores refer to the foot scoring guide presented above.
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